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METHODOLOGY

The research project entitled “ Prevention of Trtafficking for the Purpose of Sexual Exploitation” was carried out in the beginning of 2006- May 2006 by the Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation /BGRF/, in cooperation with the Marketing and social research institute MBMD. The chief purpose of the project was to study the phenomenon of trafficking people for sexual exploitation in Bulgaria and the possible measures for its prevention. The research is implemented in the framework of  the BHRN / Balkan Human Rights Network/
Objectives :

· social perception mechanisms, attitudes to people trafficking with a view to outlining prevention measures;

· research of the distribution, demand and supply of paid sexual services in Bulgaria;

· social tolerance to prostitution as a prerequisite for the trafficking of people for sexual exploitation;

· finding out the social response to the above mentioned issues of different social groups that are of specific interest for the project – namely, young women between the age of 14 and 20, men (20-60) in their capacity as potential clients for paid sex service and the group of prostitutes.

The methodology is a combination of qualitative and quantitative research.

Four group discussions and six in-depth interviews were held during the first stage of the project in the cities of Sofia, Plovdiv, Varna and Bourgas. 

Focus groups with:

1. experts from the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the Ministry of eductaions, the National investigation services, psychologists, psychotherapists and legal experts from non-profit organisations dealing with the prevention of women trafficking;

2. girls above the age of 15 from risk group families and social homes;

3. men using paid sex services between the age of  30 and 45;

4. women victims of trafficking, violence, coercion to prostitution;

In-depth intrviews were held with representatives of the National service for fight against organised crime, the National police service, the Dose of Love association, Panacea, Face to Face and the SOS Families at Risk foundation.

The quantitative research of the project encompassed three groups of respondents:

1. Men between the age of 20 and 60  – 301 interviews;

2. Women engaging in sexual activities for money between the age of  16 and 35 – 265 inquiries;

3. Young girls between the age of 14 and 20  – 302 interviews;

ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS OF THE QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

І. PROFILE OF THE VALUES OF THE DIFFERENT SUBJECT GROUPS

The research showed profound differences in the value systems of the three subject groups. The differences are so substantial that they become obvious as early as in the first group of fundamental values. Young girls rank family, friendship and marital fidelity at the first three places, followed closely by “humaneness, goodness”. This group as a whole demonstrates a tendency to give higher marks to all values as compared to the other two groups. 

In the group of men, family and friendship again rank first and second in importances, however marital fidelity is far back on the eighth position with an average grade of less than 5. “Humaneness, goodness” ranks fourth in this group as well.

The group of prostitutes shows drastic deviations. Family once again ranks first, however its grade is substantially lower – with young gilrs it is near the maixum of 6, 5,85, with men it is 5,52, while the average grade assigned by prostitutes is 5,04. What is more important, however, is that the first place is shared with another value, namely money, which is far down the value list of the other two groups. Friendship ranks third, its grade falling to under 5. This means that the answers in this groups were less streamlines and harmonious in comparison to the other two groups and above all that of young girls. “Personal success” is ranked four by the group of prostitutes.

Young girls rank truth, love, personal success, faith and education on the positions between five and nine. In the group of men, the ranking is different – love and personal success are followed by sex, which comes in the seveth place, marital fidelity if eigth and money rank ninth.

The ranklist of prostitutes is as follows – “humaneness, goodness,” love, sex, again in the seveth position similar to the men’s group, truth and power. Marital fidelity, which ranks third in teh group of young girls, here goes down to an entirely different category, ranking tenth. 

	HOW IMPORTANT ARE THE FOLLOWING VALUES FOR YOU? TO ASSESS THEM, PLEASE USE A SCALE OF 1 TO 6, WHERE 1 IS “NOT IMPORTNAT AT ALL” AND 6 IS  “EXTREMELY IMPORTANT”
	Girls 

14-20 
	Men
	Prostitutes

	
	Rank
	Avg grade
	Rank
	Avg grade
	Rank
	Avg grade

	Family 
	1
	5,85
	1
	5,52
	1
	5,04

	Friendship 
	2
	5,60
	2
	5,29
	3
	4,96

	Marital fidelity 
	3
	5,48
	8
	4,93
	10
	4,34

	Humaneness, goodness 
	4
	5,47
	4
	5,04
	5
	4,81

	Truth 
	5
	5,44
	3
	5,09
	8
	4,49

	Love 
	6
	5,39
	5
	5,01
	6
	4,55

	Personal success 
	7
	5,34
	6
	5,00
	4
	4,86

	Faith 
	8
	5,32
	12
	4,62
	12
	4,24

	Education 
	9
	5,09
	13
	4,29
	14
	3,74

	Money 
	10
	5,00
	9
	4,80
	1
	5,04

	Patriotism 
	11
	4,78
	10
	4,72
	13
	3,76

	Tolerance 
	12
	4,78
	11
	4,68
	11
	4,27

	Sex 
	13
	4,19
	7
	4,98
	7
	4,50

	Power 
	14
	3,96
	14
	3,74
	9
	4,35


In the third and last group, young girls rank money, partiotism, tolerance, sex and power. With men, these are patriotism, tolerance, faith, education and power. With prostitutes these are marital fidelity, tolerance, faith, patriotism and education in the last place.

Education does not stand high in men’s value system either, ranking 13th. Marital fidelity is also far back on the eighth position, similar to the ranking in the group of prostitutes and unlike that of the group of young girls. Sex ranks seventh both in the group of men and prostitutes, while with young girls it is at the very bottom of the ranklist – on the 13th position.

This analysis clearly demonstrates the substantial differences between the values systems of the three subject groups. The most obvious diffrences are the important role of money and personal success in the group of prostitutes at the expense of education.

It is worth noticing that a group of values is assessed almost identically by all three groups – these are partiotism, tolerance and power.

These values are as a rule at the bottom of the ranklist. Power is, nevertheless more important for prostitutes, who had ranked it ninth.

	Average rank of value 
	Men aged 20-35
	Men aged 36-59
	Men with university education
	Men with secondary education
	men with elementary or lower education

	
	rank
	avg grad
	rank
	avg grade
	rank
	avg grad
	rank
	avg grad
	rank
	avg grad

	Friendship
	2
	5,45
	2
	5,18
	2
	5,16
	2
	5,36
	2
	5,31

	Family
	1
	5,72
	1
	5,39
	1
	5,24
	1
	5,61
	1
	5,51

	Love
	4
	5,28
	6
	4,82
	9
	4,71
	3
	5,21
	10
	4,75

	Personal success
	3
	5,31
	7
	4,79
	4
	4,94
	5
	5,1
	8
	4,81

	 Patriotism
	12
	4,66
	8
	4,77
	8
	4,73
	8
	4,89
	11
	4,32

	Tolerance
	9
	4,93
	11
	4,51
	10
	4,69
	8
	4,89
	12
	4,16

	Truth
	7
	5,15
	3
	5,05
	5
	4,92
	4
	5,17
	4
	4,97

	Money
	10
	4,91
	9
	4,72
	12
	4,37
	9
	4,84
	3
	4,99

	Power
	14
	3,89
	13
	3,63
	14
	3,78
	12
	3,78
	14
	3,56

	Humaneness, goodness
	6
	5,22
	4
	4,92
	3
	4,98
	5
	5,1
	5
	4,92

	Faith 
	11
	4,69
	10
	4,57
	13
	4,16
	10
	4,69
	9
	4,77

	Marital fidelity
	8
	5,07
	5
	4,83
	11
	4,59
	7
	5,05
	6
	4,89

	Sex
	5
	5,27
	8
	4,77
	6
	4,82
	6
	5,08
	7
	4,83

	Education
	13
	4,36
	12
	4,25
	7
	4,78
	11
	4,27
	13
	3,96


The data reveals that the comparison of the profiles of values is similar between the groups of men and prostitutes and is rather opposite to the group of young girls. As regards the prevention of people trafficking, this fact could be interpreted both as positive, on the one hand, and as negative, on the other. The fact that young girls attribute such an importance to education is rather positive. The urge towards education, which is confirmed by other results of the survey as well, is an important starting point. Being an important value of young Bulgarians, it is in itself a guarantee for the pervention of people trafficking. The more educated young women are, the more successful they will be in realising their potential and will be intrinsically avert to situation presupposing potential involvement in people trafficking.

On the other hand, the underestimation of money, personal success and sex as well as the ranking of martial fidelity before other values shows that young girls are, to a certain extent, socially immature. Of course, these are qualitiative changes that would come naturally with age. However, we cannot ignore the fact that the patriarchal family traditions in Bulgaria still impose on young girls social stereotypes that are not quite in line with the realities of life, which these girls will have to face sooner or later.

With this regard, it is interesting to compare the value systems of young girls and young men and to find out whether the values of young men are closer to those of young girls or to those of men and prostitutes.

The data shows substantial differences between the prceptions of young men and young women. The two top ranked values, family and friendship, excluded, young men are more similar to the groups of men and prostitutes than to the group of young girls. The fourth position in the group of young men is occupied by personal success, which young girls have ranked seventh, the prostitutes have ranked fourth and men have ranked sixth. Sex is ranked fifth, while with the group of young girls it occupies the penultimate position. marital fidelity, which is ranked third by young girls, comes eighth in the ranklist of young men. On the other hand, young men, just like young girls, pay more attention to values such as “humaneness, goodness,” ranking it sixth, love, fourth and truth, seventh. This makes the profile of young men’s values an intermediary profile, one that bridges the gap between the assessment of young girls and the those of the more mature thus more skeptical assessment of men and prostitutes.

II. PERSONAL FULFILMENT OF THE CONTEMPORARY BULGARIAN WOMAN – ATTITUDES AND ASSESSMENTS OF THE DIFFERENT GROUPS

According to young women, unemployment (67%), shortage of money (40%), followed by drugs (38%) and the fact that the nation as a whole is undereducated (29%) are among the chief concerns of young people. The ranklist also includes drinking (14%), family problems (11%), prostitution (9%), insecurity (7%), crime (7%).

Despite the above mentioned issues, the conditions for personal fulfilment of the Bulgarian women are considered satisfactory. 38% of the girls between the age of 14 and 20 believe that Bulgaria offers the necessary prerequisites and that it is possible for a woman to achieve personal fulfilment, while another 36% of the same group this this is rather likely.

Men are even more optimistic - 43% are positive that contemporary Bulgarian women can achieve personal fulfilment and 35% beleve this is rather likely. Men between the age of 20 and 35 and those men with higher education and optimistic and more categorical as regards the possibilities for personal fulfilment of the Bulgarian woman when compared to older and lower educated men.

The data from the interviews of prositutes contradict to an extent the results of the other two groups. The share of those who believe that the personal fulfilment of the Bulgarian woman is possible drops drastically to 18%, while 37% believe this is highly likely. Negative attitudes grow from 21% with men (15% for young men and a mere 6% of men with university education) and 24% with young girls to 45% with prostitutes. The prostitutes’ high degree of pessimism as regards the fulfilment of women set them apart from the group of young women and med.

	DO YOU BELIEVE IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A WOMAN TO ACHIEVE PERSONAL FULFILLMENT IN BULGAIRA?
	Girls
	Men
	Prostitutes

	No answer
	1.4%
	1.5%
	0.4%

	Absolutely possible
	38.1%
	43.3%
	18.1%

	Rather likely
	36.4%
	34.5%
	36.6%

	Rather unlikely
	19.4%
	16.9%
	35.1%

	Absolutely impossible
	4.8%
	3.8%
	9.8%


The ideas about the ways to achieve successful personal fulfilment are almost identical for all three groups. Professional fulfilment and education are among the most commonly mentioned ones. Young women and men put a special emphasis on education while the group of older men ranks professional fulfilment first. Logically, educated men believe that education is the key to successful filfilment in Bulgaria, while those with lower education opt for labour. The respondents in both groups (young girls and men) believe that certain personal traits (ambitiousness, perseverance) would help achieve personal fulfillment. It is worth pointing out that in the group of prostitutes, money and social relations were ranked higher and outplaced even the personal traits.

If they had to choose, 58% of young girls would rather be deprived of pleasures and material to receive qualitative education. 64% of the same group would prefer to continue their education in Bulgaria to going abroad (29%).

The situation in the group of men is quite the opposite. 59% would prefer the pleasures of life and material goods to education and another 49% would prefer to leave the country even if this entails certain risks, instead of continuing their education in Bulgaria. It is worth noticing that 53% of the men with university education would prefer education to pleasures and material goods. The share of such men willing to stay and continue their education in Bulgaria rather than leave the country is the lowest - 21%.

	IN ORDER TO RECEIVE HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION WOULD YOU BE DEPRIVED OF PLEASURES OR MATERIAL GOODS?
	Girls
	Men

	No answer
	7.8%
	2.1%

	Rather agree
	57.8%
	39.3%

	Rather disagree
	34.4%
	58.6%

	IF YOU COULD CHOOSE, WHAT WOULD YOU PREFER?
	
	

	No answer
	7.5%
	28.2%

	To continue my education in Bulgaria 
	63.9%
	23.0%

	To leave the country even if this entails certain risks
	28.6%
	48.8%


The majority of men (66%) and prostitutes (69%) believe that education is no guarantee for success in life. It is interesting to note that the share of young men (20-35) of the same opinion is growing and is higher than that share among older men – 75% and 59% respectively. 54% of the girls also think education is no guarantee for success, however, a large number of them, 43%, has a positive attitude to education and believe it is a guarantee for success in life.

It would be interesting to analyse this obvious discrepancy in the opinions of young women and men. On the one hand, it is not surprising that all three groups believe that education is no guarantee for success. This result could be expected after the past few years, when the social and financial success of social groups without any substantial educational status has become obvious. On the other hand, the higher assessment of education as a means of achieveing social prosperity among girls when compared to young men is telling about the different social attitudes of the two sexes. The fact that young women consider education a key element of their personal aspirations is definitely positive.

	IN YOUR OPINION, HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS:
	Girls
	Men
	Prostitutes

	No answer
	2.4%
	1.3%
	11.7%

	Guarantee for success in life
	43.2%
	32.8%
	19.2%

	No guarantee for success in life
	54.4%
	65.9%
	69.1%


A similar trend is demonstrated by the series of questions outlining the best way to success of contemporary young women. When faced with three options:

· luxury, the cost of which is dependence on one or many men;

· family and children;

· education and career;

the vast majority of young girls choose the third one – 64%. Men have more diverging opinions. Their ranklist is also topped by education and career, with 34%, but it is closely followed by the belief that the best option for a contemporary young woman is to get married and have children - 32%. Men with university education have more clearcut attitudes. Half of them (51%) believe that professional fulfilment backed with high quality education is the best choice for contemporary Bulgarian women and for 21% personal fulfilment means getting married and having children.

One-fourth of all men (24%) opt for the luxury, which comes at the price of being dependant on one or more men. A mere 16% of men with university education and 13% of young men choose this option.

The group of prostitutes is not categorical about the formula of success. Luxury is the option that was selected by 36%, followed by family and children with 31%, while education and career are left behind with 27%.

	THERE IS A COMMON BELIEF THAT THERE ARE THREE WAYS, RESPECTIVELY THREE CONCEPTS FOR SUCCESS OF WOMEN. WHICH ONE DO YOU CONSIDER BEXT FOR THE YOUNG WOMEN OF TODAY:
	Girls
	Men
	Prostitutes

	No answer
	2.4%
	10.0%
	6.4%

	Living in luxury, without having to work, being supported by one or many men
	13.3%
	24.1%
	35.8%

	Getting married and having children
	20.1%
	31.5%
	30.9%

	Getting high quality education, pursuing a career, being independent of men or marital status
	64.3%
	34.4%
	26.8%


At the same time all three groups are unexpectedly unanimous as regards the success formula, which is generally preferred by the young women of today. The “Living in luxury, without having to work, being supported by one or many men “ option gains 71% from prostitutes, 68% of men and 54% of young women. Young girls and men place education and career second with a huge difference between percentages – 33% and 17% respectively. For prostitutes, the second most popular option is family and motherhood with 20%.

The obvious difference in the opinion of young girls on the two issues demonstrate that there exist social stereotypes for the values of the contemporary woman and that these stereotypes contradict the actual system of values of these women. Society imposes a concept of the modern woman as a commodity that can be purchased in one way or another and this is proved by the focus group discussions. Overcoming such concepts is a key element of preventing people trafficking because the survey demonstrates that young women do not want to be treated like a commodity. The contemporary Bulgarian woman strongly upholds independence and strives after high quality education and professional fulfillment. The survey data registers a social change in the perception of modern women against men, whose ideas of success and personal fulfilment are still based on patriarchal values.

	WHICH ONE IS PREFERRED BY THE YOUNG WOMEN OF TODAY:
	Girls
	Men
	Prostitutes

	No answer
	2.4%
	9.6%
	3.4%

	Living in luxury, without having to work, being supported by one or many men 
	53.7%
	67.5%
	70.6%

	Getting married and having children
	11.2%
	5.9%
	19.6%

	Getting high quality education, pursuing a career, being independent of men or marital status
	32.7%
	16.9%
	6.4%


It is striking that prostitutes strive after low skilled jobs as much as they strive after skilled ones. When asked what kind of job they would prefer, 24% opted for jobs in the service sector (shop assistant, waitress, singer, seamstress, cook) and another 24%, chose highly skilled jobs (lawyer, doctor, computer expert). 13% said they would choose a prestigious and well-paid job regardless of its nature, 5% said they did not want to work at all and another 5% would not change their current profession.

Things are different in the group of young girls. Over one-fourth of them (28%) said they wanted low skilled jobs. The majority (50%) prefer a higher professional status.

Young girls are willing to seek an alternative of the Bulgarian labour market abroad. 31% of respondents are categorically in favour of working abroad and another 31% said they would consider it. When choosing to work abroad, respondent girls prefer to work in the service sector to working in their are of interest. 8% even said they would work anything as long as it is well paid. It is possible that women are aware of the fact that highly skilled jobs are rarely occupied by foreign nationals and this why they opt for well paid jobs rather than for prestigioius ones.

When compared to young girls, prostitutes are more willing to seek success outside Bulgaria. 40 % of them categorically said they would work abroad and another 22% said they would consider such a move. Almost all the respondents from the group want to work in the service sector and one-fourth do not care about the specifics of the job and are willing to do anything. 11%, however, are intent upon working as prostitutes abroad. 

	WOULD YOU LOOK FOR A JOB ABROAD?
	Girls
	Prostitutes 

	
	
	

	No answer
	2.7%
	4.5%

	Yes
	31.3%
	40.4%

	I’d rather do
	33.3%
	21.5%

	I’d rather not
	13.3%
	9.4%

	No
	19.4%
	24.2%


These results offer a new perspective of the assessment of the attitudes of the modern Bulgarian woman. On the one hand, the prestige of education and the striving after a career make a clear distinction between the views of young girls and prostitutes but on the other hand the research shows that two-thirds of both groups are willing to work abroad to the point of putting up with low skilled labour. This attitude, which undoubtedly stems from the underdeveloped labour market in Bulgaria, creates suitable prerequisites for the traffic of women for the purspoe of prostitution.

III. TOLERANCE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

According to psychological research, children who had witnessed conflict and violence in the family tend to be aggressive and use the same behavioural model in their families at a later stage. Almost every fifth of the respondent girls (18%) has witnessed conflicts in the family on numerous occasions. This percentage is even higher for the prostitutes - 26%. A total 68% of the women aged between 14 and 20 have been witnesses of conflict situations.

	ARE THERE/HAVE THERE EVER BEEN FIGHTS, CONFLICTS IN:
	Among prostitutes
	Among girls

	The family in which you grew up
	
	

	No answer
	11,3%
	4.8%

	Yes, many times
	26,4%
	17.7%

	It has happened
	44,2%
	68.0%

	No, never
	18,1%
	9.5%


The women from both groups have been victims of domestic violence.  39% of the girls and 43% of the prostitutes have been hit during scandals in the families in which they grew up. 7% of the girls and 14% of the prostitutes have benn hit very often.

	HAVE THERE BEEN ANY BLOWS DURING THE SCANDALS IN THE FAMILY IN WHICH YOU GREW UP?
	Among young girls
	Among prostitutes

	No answer
	7.1%
	15,5%

	Yes, many times
	6.8%
	13,6%

	It has happened
	32.3%
	29,1%

	No, never
	53.7%
	41,9%


Prostitutes have also been victims of violence exerted by their husbands or partners. 30% of them have been hit by the person they live with during scandales. A great number of them have been victims of violence at work - 35% have been hit at work and 6% are physically abused very often. The contacts of prostitutes with different types of people to an extent predetermine the fact that this group is potentially at great risk of violence.

Hit or beaten women are common in the environment of the respondent girls and prostitutes. One in two teenage girls (50%) knows several families, where the woman has been victim of domestic violence and 72% of the women engaging in sexual services for money are aware of such a problem in Bulgarian families.

	DO YOU KNOW ANY WOMEN/GIRLS WHO HAVE BEEN HIT//DEATEN:
	Among prostitutes

	IN THE FAMILY

	No answer
	9,1

	In most families I know, women have been hit/beaten
	24,9

	I know several families in which the women have been hit/beaten
	47,2

	No, I do not
	18,9

	YOUR COLLEAGUES AT WORK

	No answer
	2,3

	Most of my colleagues have been hit/beaten
	36,2

	Several of them have been hit/beaten
	35,1

	No, I do not
	26,4


Women engaging in sexual services for money added that 71% of their co-workers have been hit during work. The results demonstrate that the members of this group works at great risk for their health.

Violence was criticised by all respondents, young girls being more critical than men. According to 12% of interviewed men, it is fully acceptable for a man to beat up his wife (partner). A worrying fact is that such a stance is  shared by 4% of young women as well. Some 3% of women and 10% of men think this is relatively acceptable. 93% of girls aged between 14 and 20 find beating women it absolutely unacceptable. The majority of men (71%) also does not accept such behaviour. It is worth noticing, however, that the share of men who find it unacceptable is more than 20% smaller than that of young women.

	HOW ACCEPTABLE DO YOU THINK IT IS FOR A MAN TO HIT/BEAT HIS PARTNER?
	Men
	Girls

	No answer
	7.6%
	1.0%

	Fully acceptable
	12.4%
	4.1%

	Relatively acceptable
	9.5%
	2.4%

	Relatively unacceptable
	16.3%
	10.2%

	Fully unacceptable
	54.2%
	82.3%


Age does not influence the tolerance to violence on women. 60% of the male respondents of up to 35 years of age find it fully unacceptable for a man to hit his partner. Among the males aged between 36 and 59 the share of these men drops to 53%. On the other hand, 14% of young men (20-35 years) find it fully acceptable to beat up their partner against 10% of the men in the other age group.

	
	Man hitting/beating their partner

	
	No answer
	Fully acceptable
	Relatively acceptable
	Relatively unacceptable
	Fully unacceptable

	Among all 
	Among all
	7,4%
	11,5%
	9,5%
	15,9%
	55,7%

	AGE
	20-35
	7,4%
	14,0%
	9,1%
	9,1%
	60,3%

	 
	36-59
	7,4%
	9,7%
	9,7%
	20,6%
	52,6%

	EDUCATION
	No answer
	,0%
	,0%
	25,0%
	25,0%
	50,0%

	 
	University
	7,8%
	5,9%
	2,0%
	11,8%
	72,5%

	 
	Higher
	7,8%
	11,4%
	7,8%
	14,5%
	58,4%

	 
	Elementary or lower
	6,7%
	16,0%
	17,3%
	21,3%
	38,7%


 84% of people with university education find it fully unacceptable to hit a partner. There are violent people in this group as well, although their percentage is small - 8% accept beating a partner and for 6% this is fully acceptable. Among men with higher education the share of those accepting violence grows to one in every five – for 12% it is fully acceptable and for 8% it is relatively acceptable. The most worrying results come from the group with elementary and lower education – according to 16% of them, beating a partner is fully acceptable and another 17% find it relatiuvely acceptable. Taking into consideration the fact that according to the latest census of the National Statstics Institute dated 2001, men with university education account for a mere 9,2%, while those with elementary or lower are 46.8%, we can conclude that a large number of women are potential victims of domestic violence.

IV. TOLERANCE TO PROSTITUTION AS A SOCIAL PHENOMENON

Public attitudes in Bulgaria are strongly divided as regards prostitutes and men are definitely more prone to accept such a choice than women.

A large number of men accept practicing the “world’s oldest profession”. It is fully acceptable to 23% and relatively acceptable for  32%. The share of younger men and men with university education fully accepting this profession is lower by four points (or 19%). A total 37% are against prostitution and of them 13% find it fully unacceptable.*
	OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS PROSTITUTION HAS DEVELOPED IN BULGARIA. HOW ACCEPTABLE DO YOU THINK IT IS FOR A WOMAN TO WORK AS A PROSTITUTE?
	men

	No answer
	7.7%

	Full acceptable
	23.0%

	Relatively acceptable
	32.2%

	Relatively unacceptable
	24.2%

	Fully unacceptable
	12.8%


According to men, there are several major reasons for which women become prostitutes. The most important one is the lack of work or any other chance to earn money with 58%, followed by poverty with 53%  and lack of education (43%) is listed as major reason for the failure to realize the potential risks of people trafficking. Men believe that girls are easily influenced (41%) and that bad family environment (39%) has a huge negative impact on them and forces them to offer paid sexual services.

Women are much more critical to prostitution as compared to men, even when the driving force behind it is the lack of other incomes. 28% of young women find it relatively unacceptable and another 42% are categorically against it. Men are more condescending. The better part of them (47%) justify such a choice against 44% who are of the opposite opinion.

	СHOW JUSTIFIABLE DO YOU THING THE STATEMENTS BELOW ARE?
	Girls
	Men

	Working as a prostitute because of the lack of good source of incomes is:
	
	

	No answer
	7.5%
	8.8%

	Fully justifiable
	7.5%
	17.0%

	Relatively justifiable
	14.6%
	30.2%

	Relatively unjustifiable
	28.2%
	19.7%

	Fully unjustifiable
	42.2%
	24.3%

	Working as prostitute for a short spell to earn money is:
	
	

	No answer
	4.8%
	9.2%

	Fully justifiable
	7.8%
	14.1%

	Relatively justifiable
	13.6%
	30.9%

	Relatively unjustifiable
	22.8%
	21.9%

	Fully unjustifiable
	51.0%
	23.9%


Engaging in sexual services for money is viewed in an identical way. The group of young girls is again more reserved and the male respondents are more tolerant. Almost half of the men (45%) fully or relatively accept such behaviour against 46% who are of the opposite opinion. The attitude of younger men and men with university education are again closer to that of young women. A mere 11% of younger men (20-35 years) and 8% of the men with university education fully justify working as a prostitute for a short spell to earn money.

Almost two-thirds (64%) of male respondents would offer to help if they meet a woman, who has been foced into prostitution. This percentage reaches up to 78% if the prostitute addresses the man in person. If the girl is  unknown or just an acquaintance, the man would offer above all counsel, kindness or would refer the girl to experts (54%). If, however, the girl in question is his friend or sister, 87%  of men would offer moral support, shelter and money.

	LET US IMAGINE YOU MEET A WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN FORCED INTO PROSTITUTION. WOULD YOU OFFER TO HELP HER?
	Men

	No answer
	11.1%

	Yes
	31.9%

	Rather yes
	32.1%

	Rather no
	14.4%

	No
	10.5%

	IF A WOMAN FORCED INTO PROSTITUTION TURNS TO YOU FOR HELP, WOULD YOU HELP HER?
	

	No answer
	7.6%

	Yes
	38.9%

	Rather yes
	39.1%

	Rather no
	9.0%

	No
	5.4%


Tolerance to prostitution among a large number of men is paradoxical, especially given the results of the next series of questions concerning the infringement upon the rights of prostitutes. 70%  of the men believe that the rights of prostitutes are being infringed  upon. Among the rights that are violated most often are the right to personal choice (35%), beating and abuse by clients and pimps as well as taking away part of the income (13%) and human rights (12%).

It is probably this belief that makes men insist upon the legalisation of prostitution. The majority of respondents in the group (65%) believe that prostitution should be legalised. The results obtained after interviewing the men’s group show an intrinsic contradiction between the attitiudes. On the one hand, men show understanding of the circumstances that the prositutes have to face. They acknowledge the fact that prostitutes’ rights are being violated and justify their behaviour to a great extent. On the other hand, men adopt an extremely passive position by transferring all responsibilities for solving the problems of prostitutes upon the state by insisting upon the legalisation of prostitution.

	IN YOUR OPINION ARE THE RIGHTS OF PROSTITUTES VIOLATED?
	Men

	No answer
	2.0%

	Yes
	38.4%

	Rather yes
	31.8%

	Rather not
	16.2%

	No
	11.6%

	WHICH RIGHTS OF THE PROSTITUTES ARE VIOLATED MOST OFTEN?
	

	No answer
	47.1%

	Right to personal choice
	35.4%

	Beating and abuse by clients and pimps, taking away part of the money
	13.2%

	Human rights
	12.1%

	Health condition 
	1.4%

	Taking away their children
	.8%


82% of the prostitutes in Bulgaria believe they could live like any other women if they stop offering sexual services for payment. 88% claim they could stop working as prostitutes whenever they want. 16% of them are worried about possible problems with pimps and finding a new job.

	IN YOUR OPINION, ONCE YOU STOP WORKING AS A PROSTITUTE WILL YOU BE ABLE TO LIVE LIKE ANY OTHER WOMEN?

	No answer
	4,2%

	Yes
	47,9%

	Rather yes
	34,3%

	Rather not
	10,2%

	No
	3,4%


	DO YOU THINK YOU CAN STOP WORKING AS A PROSTITUTE WHENEVER YOU WANT?

	No answer
	3,0%

	Yes
	87,9%

	No
	9,1%


People from the closest environment of the women engaging in sexual services for money are aware of the nature of their work. Respondents claim that 65% of their husbands and 79% of their boyfriends know that they are prostitutes. Husbands as a rule do not approve (42%) or are categorically against (18%). Curiously enough, when the woman engaging in sexual services for money is not married to her partner the situation tends to be drastically different. 13% of boyfriend fully approve and another 41% tentatively approve their girlfriends’ line of business.

	
	No answer
	Yes 
	No

	DOES YOUR HUSBAND KNOW YOU WORK AS A PROSTITUTE?
	0%
	64,7%
	35,3%

	DOES YOUR BOYFRIEND KNOW YOU ARE WORKING AS A PROSTITUTE?
	1,4%
	78,9%
	19,7%

	DO YOUR PARENTS KNOW YOU ARE WORKING AS A PROSITUTE?
	3,0%
	21,5%
	75,5%


	
	No answer
	Yes, fully
	Rather yes
	Rather not
	Categorically no

	DOES YOUR HUSBAND APPROVE OF YOUR JOB, OR WOULD HE APPROVE OF IT IF HE KNEW WHAT IT WAS?
	2,9%
	17,6%
	20,6%
	41,2%
	17,6%

	DOES YOUR BOYFRIEND APPROVE OF YOUR JOB, OR WOULD HE APPROVE OF IT IF HE KNEW WHAT IT WAS?
	1,4%
	12,7%
	40,8%
	26,8%
	18,3%

	DO YOUR PARENTS APPROVE OF YOUR JOB, OR WOULD THEY APPROVE OF IT IF THEY KNEW WHAT IT WAS?
	4,2%
	3,8%
	5,7%
	34,3%
	52,1%


The family home is obviously not the place where respondents would share the goings-on of their daily life. 76% of the parents of women engaging in sexual services for money are not aware of the nature of their children’s work. According to the respondents, if their parents knew what they did for a living they would categorically disapprove in 52% of the cases and rather disapprove in 34% of the cases.

V. MARKET OF THE PAID SEXUAL SERVICES IN BULGARIA

The results of the survey show that 17% of the male respondents have used paid sexual services at some point of their life. 74% claim they had never used such services. Another 9% have not denied it, which makes them potential clients of paid sexual services.

	HAVE YOU EVER USED PAID SEXUAL SERVICES?
	Men

	No answer
	8.6%

	Yes 
	17.1% 

	No
	74.3%


The reasons why mean are using paid sexual services are different and each man has his own personal reason, which may be the reason why 29% did not answer the question. If men have to select one of the predefined reasons, seeking new sexual experiences is the leading causewith 40%. It is followed by problems with the regular partner with 31% and by men’s need to demonstrate wealth and self-confidence (8%).

	WHY DO MEN USE PAID SEXUAL SERVICES?
	Men

	No answer
	28.5%

	Problems with the regular partner
	31.1%

	Seeking new sexual experiences
	40.3%

	Demonstration of wealth, self-confidence
	7.5%

	Different reasons
	1.7%

	No commitments 
	1.6%

	Physical disability
	0.5%


Another reason for using paid sexual services is many men’s drive to seek extra-marital sex without any committments. 24% of the men who find such practices acceptable have used paid sexual services. It is worth mentioning that 5% who believe it is unacceptable to cheat on their wives have also used paid sexual services, while another 4% did not answer the question. The results show a liberal attitude to the supply and demand of paid sexual services.

	
	HAVE YOU PERSONALLY EVER USED PAID SEXUAL SERVICES?

	 
	No answer
	Yes
	No

	YOU THINK THAT EXTRA-MARITAL SEX IS:
	No answer
	21,4%
	7,1%
	71,4%

	 
	Acceptable
	8,5%
	23,8%
	67,7%

	 
	Unacceptable
	4,3%
	5,4%
	90,3%


70% of those who had used and use paid sexual services said they used the services of women. A small share of 1% and 2%  have preferred services by men or by both sexes respectively. 27% of the group did not want to share their preferences. It could be assumed that their choices have been rather unorthodox.

Men have most often sought sexual services from individual prostitutes (26%), girls working in clubs (25%) and hotel prostitutes (22%). The other venues where the service is offered include the street (14%), bars and discos (14%) and highways (8%).

	
	HAVE YOU PERSONALLY EVER USED PAID SEXUAL SERVICES?

	 
	No answer
	Yes
	No

	YOU THINK THAT EXTRA-MARITAL SEX IS:
	No answer
	21,4%
	7,1%
	71,4%

	 
	Acceptable
	8,5%
	23,8%
	67,7%

	 
	Unacceptable
	4,3%
	5,4%
	90,3%


Prostitutes say they find clients mostly through advertisements in the press (35%), directly on the streets (34%) in bars, discos, etc. (33%), and some use mediators such as taxi drivers (22%) or friends (26%).

When asked if they know whether sexual services were available in the respective municipality, 48% of respondent males answered poitively and 50% said they did not know.

Those who were aware that such services were offered mentioned as source their friends (65%), followed by bars and discos (31%), taxi drivers (21%), newspaper ads (21%) and clubs (15%).

The opinions of prostitutes as regards their working hours are quite interesting. 55% said they had fixed working hours against 44%, who had different working hours. The very number of hours differs as well, however, the majority, 19%, say their workday was eight to nine hours. About 15% work for six or seven hours and a mere 7% work for 12 hours. 71% of respondents said they could afford to take a leave and 25% said they could not, which could mean that these women are forced to work all the times.

VI. TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS AND ITS PUBLIC PERCEPTION

The qualitative part of the survey formed the opinion that in many cases women forced to prostitute abroad had initially been enticed with a proposal for a very well paid job, and later they became victims of organised trafficking in human beings. Still, the results show that young girls are not very concerned about or are not acquianted with this fact. A large part of them are willing to look for work abroad, chiefly in the service sector, while some of the interviewed prostitutes are even keen to continue working in the same business outside Bulgaria.

The women engaging in sexual activities for money and the girls tend to rely the most on their relatives to find a job abroad, respectively 55% and 83%.

The disposition of young women is relatively similar to that of prostitute themselves. The first group do not place much hope on their intimate partners (47%), for them friends (57%) are much more reliable and they would accept a proposal to work abroad coming from them. The second group of surveyed women are more inclined to accept a job offered by their intimate partner (52%), rather than seek help from a friend or acquaintance (49%).

	IF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE LISTED BELOW OFFER YOU A JOB ABROAD, TAKING ON THE EXPENSES FOR TRAVELLING AND FINDING A JOB, WOULD YOU ACCEPT THE HELP OF:

	Stranger
	Prostitutes
	Women

	No answer
	9,1%
	1.7%

	Yes
	1,9%
	1.7%

	Rather yes
	3,4%
	2.4%

	Rather no
	15,8%
	6.5%

	No
	69,8%
	87.8%


	IF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE LISTED BELOW OFFER YOU A JOB ABROAD, TAKING ON THE EXPENSES FOR TRAVELLING AND FINDING A JOB, WOULD YOU ACCEPT THE HELP OF:

	Relative
	Prostitutes
	Women

	No answer
	11,7%
	1.4%

	Yes
	18,9%
	44.9%

	Rather yes
	26,4%
	38.1%

	Rather no
	7,5%
	5.8%

	No
	35,5%
	9.9%

	Friend, Acquaintance
	
	

	No answer
	10,6%
	2.4%

	Yes
	19,2%
	20.7%

	Rather yes
	30,2%
	36.7%

	Rather no
	13,6%
	15.3%

	No
	26,4%
	24.8%

	Intimate Friend
	
	

	No answer
	11,3%
	2.7%

	Yes
	32,8%
	23.5%

	Rather yes
	18,9%
	23.8%

	Rather no
	14,0%
	13.9%

	No
	23,0%
	36.1%


The experts working on the prevention of trafficking in people reveal that a considerable part of the trafficked women are forced to perform tasks against their will, as they have had their identification documents taken away. Worrying in that respect is the fact that becomes evident from the survey that women who engage in sexual activities for money seem willing to give their documents in Bulgaria to an acquaintance (42%) or intimate partner (40%) in an attempt to find work. As regards entrusting identification documents to friend/acquaintance, confidence in the group falls to 37%, while trust in an intimate friends remains unchanged (40%).

	WOULD YOU GIVE YOUR IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN ORDER TO FIND YOU WORK WHILE YOU ARE ABROAD OR IN BULGARIA?

	
	Prostitutes
	Women

	Stranger in Bulgaria
	
	

	No answer
	11,3%
	5.1%

	Yes
	1,1%
	0.7%

	Rather yes
	3,4%
	1.4%

	Rather no
	9,8%
	10.5%

	No
	74,3%
	82.3%

	Relative in Bulgaria
	
	

	No answer
	14,0%
	5.1%

	Yes
	20,0%
	39.8%

	Rather yes
	26,0%
	31.6%

	Rather no
	6,0%
	5.1%

	No
	34,0%
	18.4%

	Friend, Acquaintance in Bulgaria
	
	

	No answer
	14,0%
	5.1%

	Да
	13,2%
	14.6%

	По-скоро да
	28,3%
	27.2%

	По-скоро не
	11,3%
	16.7%

	Не
	33,2%
	36.4%

	Intimate Friend in Bulgaria
	
	

	No answer
	13,2%
	6.8%

	Yes
	26,4%
	17.7%

	Rather yes
	14,0%
	22.1%

	Rather no
	12,8%
	12.2%

	No
	33,6%
	41.2%

	Stranger Abroad
	
	

	No answer
	9,1%
	4.8%

	Yes
	1,1%
	1.0%

	Rather yes
	2,6%
	1.0%

	Rather no
	9,8%
	5.8%

	No
	77,4%
	87.4%


	Relative Abroad
	
	

	No answer
	11,7%
	5.1%

	Yes
	18,9%
	34.0%

	Rather yes
	26,4%
	23.8%

	Rather no
	7,5%
	9.5%

	No
	35,5%
	27.6%

	Friend, Acquaintance Abroad
	
	

	No answer
	13,2%
	6.1%

	Yes
	10,2%
	11.2%

	Rather yes
	26,4%
	19.0%

	Rather no
	14,0%
	20.1%

	No
	36,2%
	43.5%

	Intimate Friend Abroad
	
	

	No answer
	12,1%
	7.1%

	Yes
	26,4%
	15.0%

	Rather yes
	13,6%
	16.3%

	Rather no
	11,7%
	12.6%

	No
	36,2%
	49.0%


Young girls are more reserved, but a considerable number would still entrust their identification documents to a friend or an intimate partner (31%) in exchange for help to find a job abroad. Young women say their would unconditionally entrust their documents mostly to relatives, both in Bulgaria (71%), and in a different country (58%). A total 11 percent of respondents in this group answered they would risk going abroad on their own in a bid to look for work, while others, as many, would rather do it. 
The respondents demonstrate confidence in regard to their acquaintance with the “trafficking in human beings” phenomenon. Most - 81 percent of the male group said they knew what it was. A large part of women engaging in sexual activities for money (76%) were of the same opinion, while young girls gave the fewest positive answers to this question. A total 70% of them believe they are well-acquainted with the phenomenon.

	DO YOU KNOW WHAT TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS IS?
	Men
	Girls
	Prostitutes

	No answer
	2.6%
	1.0%
	2,6%

	Yes
	80.5%
	70.1%
	76,2%

	No
	16.9%
	28.9%
	21,1%


However, the fact that there is no unanimous opinion as regards a definition of the “trafficking in human beings” phenomenon stands out. A large part (85%) of the interviewed prostitutes do not describe at all what the phenomenon is in their view. First, like men, in answering this question they choose “forcing someone to perform certain actions”, respectively with 7% and 29%, while for young girls “trafficking in human beings” is above all the kidnapping girls abroad with the aim of making them prostitutes (26%), the export of people (25%) and enticing women by giving them an attractive offer to work abroad (7%).

	WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS PHENOMENON? PLEASE DESCRIBE.
	Men

	No answer
	36.2%

	Forcing someone to perform certain actions
	28.9%

	Kidnapping girls abroad with the aim of making them prostitutes
	28.4%

	Enticing women by giving them an attractive offer to work abroad
	10.7%

	Sale of people abroad
	3.8%

	Illegal trafficking of children
	1.7%

	Organ donorship
	1.6%


	WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS PHENOMENON? PLEASE DESCRIBE.
	Girls

	No answer
	36.7%

	Kidnapping girls abroad with the aim of making them prostitutes
	26.2%

	Illegal trafficking of human beings
	24.8%

	Women enticed by an attractive offer to work abroad
	7.1%

	Forcing someone to perform certain actions
	5.8%

	Organ donorship
	2.0%

	Illegal trafficking of children
	.7%


	WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS PHENOMENON? PLEASE DESCRIBE.
	Prostitutes

	No answer
	85,3%

	Forcing someone to perform certain actions
	7,0%

	Kidnapping girls abroad with the aim of making them prostitutes
	5,1%

	Women enticed by an attractive offer to work abroad
	1,3%

	Sale of people abroad
	1,2%


The interviewees to a large extent relate the phenomenon with forcing women to perform certain actions abroad, rather than with the internal traffic in Bulgaria, which is also subject of the present survey.

The women engaging in sexual activities for money and the young girls have similar estimates as to the possibility of becoming trafficking victims. The majority of people from both groups are convinced that they would not face a similar problem. Another 9% and 7% respectively of the women engaging in sexual activities for money and the girls respond that still this is quite likely. The Prostitutes who believe that it is quite possible for them to become victims stand at 11%, while young women of the same opinion are less by 4 points.

Half (50%) of the interviewed women have heard of concrete cases of people who have become trafficking victims. Among men that share is 45%. Best informed are the women engaging in sexual activities for money, with 64% saying they have heard of such victims.

	HAVE YOU HEARD OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE BECOME TRAFFICKING VICTIMS?
	Women Engaging in Sexual Activities for Money
	Girls
	Men

	No answer
	2,3%
	1.0%
	7.3%

	Yes
	63,8%
	50.0%
	45.1%

	No
	34,0%
	49.0%
	47.6%


The sources of information about cases of people who have become trafficking victims are the TV, the media, acquaintances and friends. It is interesting to point out that 1% of girls and of women engaging in sexual activities for money learned about them at school, while another 3% of prostitutes have heard about that from their colleagues.

Young women and men show a similar attitude to the trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation. For 17 percent of young women and 18% of men, the problem is chiefly for the women who have become victims themselves, and according to another 14% from the first group and 15% from the second – it is the problem of the families and their close acuqintances. It is hopeful though that in both groups the percentage of people who believe that “trafficking in women” is a problem for society as a whole is high (61%).

	IN YOUR OPINION TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN IS CHIEFLY A PROBLEM FOR:
	Girls 
	Men

	No answer
	6.5%
	 5.9%

	Women themselves
	17.3%
	17.8%

	Family and close acquaintances
	13.9%
	 15.2%

	Society as a whole
	62.2%
	 61.1%


The results show that the phenomenon of “trafficking in human beings” ranks among the problems of importance for the whole society and everyone, regardless of whether they are directly related to these problems or not should seek ways to curb it.
VII. MEASURES TO FIGHT TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS
On the whole, the opinions regarding the efficiency of the institutions combating the trafficking in human beings are negative.

Asked to rank them on a scale of 1 to 6, where 1 is “very inefficient”, and 6 is “not efficient at all”, the average grade given by the male group ranges between 2 and 3, that is rather inefficient. Women are slightly more positive giving marks ranging between 3 and 4.

	USING A SCALE BETWEEN 1 AND 6, WHERE 1 IS "VERY INEFFICIENT ", AND 6 IS "NOT EFFICIENT AT ALL ", ESTIMATE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE LEGISLATURE, THE INSTITUTIONS AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS FIGHTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

	Average grades
	Men
	Girls

	Legislature
	2,28
	2,75

	Judicial System 
	2,01
	2,62

	Police 
	2,68
	3,17

	Educational System and Preventive Activities at Schools
	2,59
	3,18

	Media and Information Activities Among Citizens 
	3,61
	3,98

	The Work of Non-governmental and Women’s Organisations 
	3,10
	3,22


According to the male respondents, most efficient are the judicial system (the average grade is 2,01), and the legislature (2,28). Then, according to male respondents, come the police and the educational system.

Men have a better opinion on the media (the grade averaging 3,61) and on non-governmental and women’s organisations (3,10). Women, though slightly more on the positive side, share the opinion of the men regarding the institutions executing preventive actions.
According to the men and the young women, the most efficient measures to combat the trafficking in human beings are the support on the part of the state and the non-government organisations, as well as of the already established centres dealing with the problem, the information campaigns conducted in relation to human trafficking in the media, and last but not least the introduction of classes where young people are taught about preventing the sexual exploitation of women in Bulgaria. The average grade given by men to the listed indicators is slightly above 4, and for women – nearly 5.
	USING THE SAME SCALE FROM 1 TO 6, WHERE 1 IS “WLL BE COMPLETELY USELESS ”, AND 6 IS “WILL BE VERY USEFUL ”, HOW WOULD YOU ASSESS THE EFFICIENCY OF THE FOLLOWING MEASURES TO FIGHT TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS:

	Average grades
	Men
	Girls

	Introducing classes to teach young people about trafficking
	4,27
	4,69

	Conducting information campaigns concerning the trafficking in human beings in the media
	4,30
	4,83

	The state aiding already established centres dealing with the problem 
	4,38
	4,91

	The state supporting non-governmental organisations 
	4,08
	4,84

	Legalising prostitution 
	3,51
	2,62


Both groups find legalising prostitution the least useful option. Women are most decided in this regard - 44 percent of the group said that it had no bearing on fighting the trafficking in human beings. The grade for this measure to fight the phenomenon in the same group is 2,62. Part of the men (25%) are also of the opinion that these actions would not be of significance for solving the problem. At the same time, another quarter believe the measure would be very useful. 

Despite having enough information about the “trafficking in human beings” phenomenon all three groups included in the survey find it difficult to make recommendations in this regard. The percentage of those who gave no answer was respectively - 85 percent of woman who engage in sexual activities for money, two thirds of girls and as many male representatives. 

Among male respondents and young women, the most recommended measure to fight the trafficking in human being were coordination between the institutions, tightening border control, raising the standard of living in the country, family upbringing and acquainting the wider public with the problem. Apart from what has been mentioned so far, woman who engage in sexual activities for money emphasize a recommendation for young peope to carefully choose the environment.

	HAVE YOU GOT ANY RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO FIGHTING THE TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS?
	Men

	No answer
	63.2%

	Coordination between institutions, drafting stringent laws
	18.9%

	Tightening border control
	7.9%

	Prison and severe punishment for wrongdoers
	6.5%

	Documentary reality series on TV
	5.1%

	Legalising prostitution
	3.1%

	Better standard of living
	2.0%

	Young people’s upbringing
	.9%


	HAVE YOU GOT ANY RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO FIGHTING THE TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS?
	Woman Who Engage in Sexual Activities for Money

	No answer
	85,3%

	Carefully improving the environment
	4,4%

	Making the problem public
	4,3%

	Stringent measures on the part of the state
	2,8%

	Tightening border control
	1,6%

	Monthly TV programmes
	1,2%

	Legalising prostitution
	0,4%

	Making automatic phones public
	0,2%


	HAVE YOU GOT ANY RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO FIGHTING THE TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS?
	Girls 

14-20.

	No answer
	66.3%

	Curbing corruption in the Interior Ministry 
	1.7%

	Stringent measures on the part of the state
	2.0%

	Making the problem public
	5.1%

	Coordination among institutions
	3.7%

	Drafting stringent laws
	4.1%

	Young people’s upbringing
	5.4%

	Improving the standard of living
	1.4%

	Social support for women
	.7%

	Tightening border control
	3.1%

	Severe punishment for wrongdoers
	2.0%

	Changing Bulgarians’ value system
	.3%

	Making automatic phones public
	.3%

	People should be less trusting
	1.7%

	Monthly TV programmes
	1.4%

	Specialised Squads at the Interiod Ministry
	.3%

	Specialised Institutions
	1.0%


KEY CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BASED ON THE QUALITATIVE PART OF THE SURVEY (FOCUS GROUPS AND IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS)

The problems of women engaging in sexual activities for money in Bulgaria should be considered in the context of the overall sexual culture of the contemporary Bulgarian society, of mental health and the resistance and flexibility of our value system. The issue regarding the legal regulation and the instutionalization of paid sexual services are just the tip of the iceberg. 

Starting our analysis with what’s visible, we would cite experts saying that “the act of prostitution is not a criminal offence, it is not punishable and no statistics can be provided about the number of people doing it. Moreover, migration among them is considerable. Police authorities are generally after pimping and coercion, as well as trafficking, while the prostitutes themselves are seen by the law as victims, rather than as perpetrators.”

The lack of legislation adequate to the present realia is a problem, which impedes the work of the police and the court. It turns out that this discrepancy affects the value system and upbringing of young people, in practice sabotaging preventive work:

· “A prostitute punished under article one of the Penal Code for getting unearned incomes in an immoral way, is sentenced, let’s say, to  two weeks of community service and a 300 lev fine, which cannot in any way constitute a preventive measure.”

That is way, while admitting the need of a comtemporary law dealing with the problem, the focus of attention should be on the need for the spirit of the law to help raise public awareness and ethical norms to a more civilized level. Prostitution cannot be rooted out and stopped completely, but it is important to curb and control it – this is the opinion expressed by the interviewed expert from the Police Directorate:

· The problem should be seen from two sides. Parts of prostitution should be legalized, while another should be criminalized, that is, be subject to penal punishment should it go beyond certain fixed norms. If prostitution is legalized, this would have an effect on the girls exercising the profession on a higher level, who earn larger incomes, who can register, pay taxes and premises. On the other hand, this will have no effect on street prostitutes, whose income is smaller and there will be no control, i.e. the state will have no control on street prostitution.
In a bid to make the future law relevant to all groups, guaranteeing the protection of their human rights, but also the rights of their clients and the other citizens, the expert commissions, which will work on the drafts, should also include representatives of NGOs, working directly with prostitutes and victims of human trafficking, who are best acquainted with their lives and problems. Such direct everyday contact is maintained for example by the associations financed by the Global Fund and coordinated by the Health Ministry, which helped our survey as well: DOSE OF LOVE (Burgas), PANACEA (Plovdiv), SOS – FAMILIES AT RISK (Varna), as well as Centre NADYA, ANIMUS ASSOCIATION, МОМ, FACE TO FACE, DEMETRA (Burgas), etc. Everyone’s hopes are pinned on the fact that the new law would guarantee the need to take care of the health and security of the prostitutes, while stimulating preventive work among young people, because according to the National Police Directorate expert:

· “The most worrying trend is the lower age limit of women engaging in paid sexual activities and even of the persons trafficked abroad. This has been the trend over the last two or three years. During specialized operations among the prostitutes we round up, from brothels and haunts, we register girls aged 13 to 17, an extremely low age level. Because as you know, under the age of 18 a person is considered a child and is protected under the law. This is one of the most worrying trends.”

Specialists comment that “with prostitution profits are hefty, while risks are minimal, while in drugs for instance maximum profits go hand in hand with maximum risks. Hence, a the better part of criminal groups have started re-orienting their business towards minimul risks and maximum profit, which would mean that in fact this problem is expanding.”  Traffickers are expected to profit further from the opening up of the borders upon joining the EU given that control will be lax and they will not experience the same difficulties they strumble upon now. The very true conclusion from responses gathered from an in-depth interview at NGO Face-to-face is: “The trafficking in women with the purpose of prostitution and labour expoitation will continue. The reason being that the roots of trafficking are in the lack of funds, lack of education, lack of moral values and lack of information.”
With regard to the effect that a possible institutionalization of prostitution in Bulgaria would have, experts have good reasons to be concerned that:

· “In Bulgaria this would lead to an extremely twisted understanding and to an increase in forced prostitution but also in the cases of women whom instead of  going to the University to improve their qualifications and get a decent job would turn to the streets. Why? – Because it is easier. For me this is a big issue. In the Netherlands, this is a legal profession, in Sweden it’s banned! In Sweden prostitution is banned and the public in Sweden believe that there is no such thing as voluntary prostitution, that each and every women engaging in sexual activities for money has been forced either by the circumstances or by physical force, the reason is of no consequence. This is again coercion and is some sort of discrimination. Who do we want to be like, the Dutch society which is extremely liberal or the Swedish society, which is extremely protective. Which one are we ready to be? In my opinion, we are not ready for either.”

Many of the prostitutes with whom we talked (although they all believe to be doing it voluntarily and without any violence being involved), in moments of truth admit that in one way or another “they hate their lives”, and that “it is the lowest thing – to stand in the street”, that they are ashamed to share with those close to them even though they actually know what they are involved in. Moreover, in quite a few cases they are afraid about their own lives (because of drunk and drugged clients, psychopaths, armed men, etc.), while health concerms (chiefly regarding sexually transmitted diseases, but also standing in the cold) are there all the time. They are telling us about cases where prostitutes have been kidnapped in cars, beaten up or been victims of other types of aggression and the most frequent violation of their rights – when the clients refuse to use a condom. There are cases of thefts, while rude behaviour (cursing, pushing, shoving, even threats by armed men) is among the key problems which they encounter when working with Bulgarians, while “the foreigners are more polite”, “In Italy and France you are safe when you are working because the police is looking after you”. 
Speaking about the lower strata (and more numerous) of prostitutes, we have to point out that medical servies for them are a problem, despite the strong efforts on the part of local NGOs and the considerable achievements so far, which the girls themselves admit. The major difficulty, according to a representative of SOS – Families at Risk, Varna, is that the women practically have no time (and freedom) to do tests and visit doctors, because they have to be there all the time. Representatives from A Dose of Love, Burgas, told us that it is most difficult for them to get access to the so-called offices, apartments where the women are locked in and it is unclear who and how looks after their health. Club girls in Burgas, in turn, told us that if they wanted “to be absent from work”, they had to give a warning in advance and they are not always allowed to do so, and, for instance, after an abortion they are not given more than a week to rest. They had to work or stay in the bar throughout the night, even if not feeling well, or else they had to pay a fine. 

It is interesting to note that the clients, the users of paid sexual services in the focus group, say one could feel when a girl ‘comes in as a queen” and when she seems shy and is obviously forced to do it. Most clients are looking for entertainment, that is cheerful and open girls, with whom they would be able to talk and have a laugh. Of course, there are also those who want to humiliate and violate, to give vent to the aggressive streaks of their personality, still these are said to be rather the exception, the women say, some of whom (Roma) claim that they personally have not been violated by a client: “They are afraid because they think that someone is protecting us.” At the same time, they say they would immediately turn to the police in case of a problem.

Another serious violation of human rights, not only women’s at that, is seen in the cases of unwanted pregnancy. The first to draw our attention to that were the girls from Social Homes, who were taking part in the focus group for prevention among underage children. They told us about a friend of theirs, 16 years old, who was a prostitute, but got pregnant and left her child in an institution. “What’s the point?” – the orphans ask with a pain in their voice. The children of prostitutes, who are being brought up by their mothers (usually left with relatives) are also very vulnerable. In Burgas, we were told about a 45-year-old colleague, who supported her 5 children thanks to various clients. The vicious circle that prostitute mothers (quite a few) find themselves in pressurises them not only financially, but morally (because of the personal example and the stigma with which they brand their children), and also healthwise (the fear of bringing a sexually transmitted or other disease in their house). Living on the edge of the law and having links with the criminal world (pimps, traffickers, etc.), they often pose a risk on those close to them and often come to be blackmailed.

That is why, the prostitutes themselves are deeply concerned about the kind of law that will be elaborated in case it corners and burdens them further with additional payments and red tape. Those who have “worked” abroad (Italy, France), would like “things in Bulgaria to be the same – the police should protect the women, while chasing the pimps”. Given that the law has as its key objective to raise tax revenue, this would definitely result in further marginalization of the group, which is even now most disadvantaged – no profession, no housing, no prospects. If, however, the focus is on provision for the interests of prostitutes, which now exists but is insufficient, then the legal regulation and financing of medical services, the psychological help, the education and sheltering in case of need, would undoubtedly help a large risk group, which, one should keep in mind, numbers a lot of mothers. This means that the effect of the provision for their interests is multiplied. 
Experts admit that the adaptation programmes for victims are quite good. Still, the network of crisis centres and places where victims of trafficking or violence can immediately seek competent assistance and protection is not sufficiently expanded. It is a fact that for a city like Varna the closest shelter women can turn to in case of need is in Silistra. 
As it provides psychological assistance to women and children victims of family violence as well, the SOS – Families at Risk Foundation, for instance, is unable to provide assistance to prostitutes under the same roof, that is why it works with them in the field only. The need of hot lines, possibilities for temporary lodging and assistance in crisis situations for such a big resort city is obvious. This is just as true for the whole country, and especially the border regions. 

Given the strict confidentiality regarding the help given to victims, there is no exact data as to its long-term effects, but experts are left with the impression that: “Тhey go back to the trafficking, they get in touch with the traffickers and come back again. This lifestyle is earsier for them. In addition, the so-called Stockholm syndrome is registered. That is when the victim is emotionally attached to their victimizers.”
That is why, many organizations like Face-Тo-Face put the focus on their activities related to prevention: “We inform and educate the risk groups. All young people who have been subjected to that education are no longer that vulnerable, that is how they quit the risk group.”
Unfortunately, the social problems – poverty, unemployment, lack of housing – need to be solved in order to speak of real prevention. This becomes obvious from the descriptions given by those working in the field: 
“The profile of the victim is – women with medium or low social status,, good looking, with ambitions to get out of the environment that torments her, who unfortunately is not ready for what awaits her outside. She wants to get out, to rid herself of that environment, but is not prepared for what awaits her. The lack of information and education also makes them very vulnerable. Moreover, when there has been violence in the family, a women could easily fall prey to trafficking. When victim of violence at home – be it as a wife or as a daughter, this develops a definite role of victim in the mind.”

At this point we reach the fundamental questions brought up in the beginning regarding the level to which relations are civilized: self-respect and respect for the other or aggressive and self-destructive tendencies, cheerful and free expression of human sexuality or taboos and vents for social tension. Sex as an intimate experience or sex as an aggression, abuse of human dignity, a form of supremacy, a source of income, of profits of…shattered human lives. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

Starting with prevention, we would highlight the dire need of systematic work (not only as part of campaigns) with young people following the example of the Campaign of Face-Тo-Face “Moral Values and Principles” with students. The problem is how to fit these topics in the already hectic school curriculum and the agenda of the overly busy parents. 

Another problem is the delayed social fulfilment of young people given they mature sexually at an ever earlier stage. Their desire to be independent, to own luxury things or simply to be more well-off and amuse themselves, their lack of academic interest, their forceful involvement in an education system that does not answer their needs, pushes many young people (not only women) towards risk behaviour and compromises with moral values. At school they are bored, they rebel against authority, make a cult of money and seek pleasures - now. Sadly, we have to admit that the media and advertising actively work in that very direction – and very successfully!

Again, together with the role of the educational system and the media, the importance of the legislation and the order in the  country comes to the fore, because risk behaviours would not have had such important consequences as it happens in Bulgaria (trafficking, murder). Meaning: European laws, respect for the law, but also:

· Finding the right way to talk to young people. Instead of accusing or threatening them, use interactive methods, discussions, role play, through personal experience and empathy transform the fears and values dominant at the moment by encouraging their will to work, to believe in human dignity, in self-respect, regardless of material acquisitions.

With this we enter into a territory generally taken up by organised religions. But after generations of atheistic parents and after our tragic experience with sects, after the political agendas of the representatives of the official religions, trust is broken and the pillar of traditional faith is gone. That is why we are so deeply impressed by Roma girls working as prostitues in parks around Burgas who say that they believe in all – Allah, Jesus, Jehovah, because “all are one” and that they like saying their prayers “both in Turkish and in Bulgarian”. We were pleasantly surprised also in the focus group for prevention comprising girls coming from risk family environment, where while talking about values without asking any leading questions, some girls pointed to faith and love as the pillars in their lives. These statements were made with childish sincerity amd conviction, without any clichés, and direct us to a wide field of work for the non-governmental sector. Instead of waiting for the introduction of religion classes at school, assistance should be lended to local NGOs, so that they would show human concern without judgement, faith without dogma and assistance for self-assistance. 

· An important part in the activities of the aid organisations plays the distribution of information materials. The recommendation in this respect would be, together with the very successful brochures and leaflets on the diseases of the body and their prevention, not to avoid the topic involving the sickness of the spirit and its treatment. It is important to make leaflets containing moral messages in easily understandable contemporary Bulgarian, which do not blame or create a feeling of sinfulness and doom.
The women offering paid sexual services in particular need more materials containing visual information, and information about the diseases and dangers, the hygiene, the anatomy, human rights and the legislation, as well as ways to cope with critical situations. The most important recommendation:

· To prepare special materials for women at a low cultural level (illiterate or semiliterate), who need to get further knowledge. Before going into print, they should be tested in the respective environment to see how understandable and useful they are (pay attention to the languages of minorities!). Comic books are well accepted as a form, but they should not be expensive, hardback, large format editions. Posters are not really needed, they are not noticed, according to the women. Leaflets with pictures (especially about symptoms and diseases) are remembered better, pocket guides with addresses and phone numbers for the whole country and abroad which might be needed in case of different problems are also a good choice.
The latter is needed given the mobility of target groups. Attention should be paid to coordinating the actions of the different NGOs, as most of them give out information on a particular problem they are tackling (domestic violence, trafficking, AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, drugs, etc.). When however a particular problem is not topical for a person when he gets the materials, they fail to meet the objective, i.e. an answer is given to an anticipated question and the answer cannot be rationalized.

· Naturally, so that all these materials could be useful, the most important prerequisite is to create conditions to educate those who have not been to school, to acquire basic knowledge in Bulgarian where it is lacking. As part of the care for the target groups, the future law should envisage expanding the knowledge and giving opportunities to acquire professional qualifications (day courses).

· Parallel with that measures should be taken to assist the personal development of the women by including them in groups for self-assistance, for anonymous sharing – some sort of small psychotherapeutic communities, as these are women carrying an exceptionally heavy burden of fear, shame, guilt, self-rejection, pressure and risk, often - violence. Every interview reveals their strong need to share without being judged and despite an initial suspiciousness and certain misgivings, in the end they say they feel relieved. The people working in the organizations giving them prevention and medical assistance, say that the girls share personal problems (about their familty, children) and seek not only health, but psychological and legal assistance, or just some advice. In this respect, the experience of Foundation Panacea, Plovdiv, is very valuable as it has already organised a three-day training with prostitutes, which attracted strong interest on their part amd showed they are active when given the possibility to share experiences and be useful to the others with advice or compassion.

· Valuable ideas as to the topics of such trainigs could be taken from studying the problems of the prostitutes: apart from knowledge about anatomy and physiology, hygiene and prevention, it turned out that they need specific training on communication skills (assertive attitude, devictimization, building a positive image of the Self, prevention from aggression, etc.)


Judging from the needs and expectations of their clients, in turn, one could conclude that paid sex is some sort of vent or psychotherapy and the gilrs have to talk, help relax and chill out, and predispose their clients. In other words - in order not to attract aggression they have to be at peace with themselves as much as possible.


Other specific areas in which they would like to get additional knowledge or answers is the respect for human rights (this was also pointed out by the girls in the prevention group), and for some  - a certain knowledge of foreign languages  (for example, in Burgas German, Italian, in Plovdiv Turkish - truck drivers are among their biggest clients along the motorways).

Special attention should also be paid to the need of continuous qualification and training for the employees and volunteers working for different foundations and NGOs, as well as for other specialists working with the target group (policemen, medical staff, possibly teachers, if the foreign experience with asylums, which feature domitories and schools is applied). The participation in mixed groups made up of representatives from different institutions in a bid to get acquainted with the viewpoint and problems of the other will be very useful for the specialists.

To sum up what has so far been said, the best prevention is putting in order the social rights of the people - work, healthcare, education, improving incomes and labour conditions, while the future law on prostitution should focus on protecting the women subjected to sexual exploitation in a bid to curb the pimps and traffickers and control the owners of clubs, who take profits without any commitment to the health and security of the girls.

KEY CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS - SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
The analysis of the results of the present survey underlines the fact that Bulgarian public life features a number of factors conducive to the trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation.

Firstly, these include a host of social and economic problems, resulting from the difficult economic transition and the unpreparedness of post-Socialist individuals to cope and act in the right way under the new market conditions.

Secondly, the clash of ideas and expectations for overprotection on the part of the state, on the one hand, the galloping unemployment, drop in incomes, lack of specific policy focused on the threatened social strata, coupled with the demonstrated possible luxury, the oversupply of goods and pleasures all triggered a serious crisis in the value system of the whole Bulgarian society. Worst hit, naturally, are the young people and especially those living in a risk family or social environment. 

Another problem stems from the difficult fulfilment of young people, prerequisites for which are systematically created also by the key institutions working for their social development - the family and the school. The crisis in value that the society is experiencing results in chaos, lack of strategy, lack even of elementary coordination in the actions of these institutions.

Among the factors favouring the trafficking phenomenon we should mention the unfavourable climate in the Bulgarian family. The survey gives ample evidence in this respect. Violence is an everyday affair, especially among poorly educated low-income families, and it is an important prerequisite for starting to accept violence as а natural state at work and the inferiority of women in the society. About a fourth, or 25%, of the prostitutes claim that in most families they know women are being hit, beaten, another 47 percent say that they know of at least a few families like this. A total 43% of prostitutes have been beated many times or from time to time in the families where they grew up, 30 percent have been beaten by their partners, 35 percent - at work. Most prostitutes say that violence is part of the trade - 36% claim most of their colleagues have been beaten while at work, while 35% say that at least some of them have been beaten while at work.

At the same time, for years now Bulgaria's sexual services market has been well developed, structured and has gained a strong clientele. In practice, every fifth man aged between 20 and 60 admits to using the services of this market. The real share is probably higher given the expressed tolerance both with regard to the supply and to the use of sexual services - over two third of men accept these practices as normal and socially acceptable. That is exactly the reason for public opinion to support a strong conviction that prostitution is a must and cannot be done without. Despite the clear realisation, also among those using sexual services, about the risks and the systematic torture that prostitites are subjected to.

Among the worrying factors registered by the survey, which have to be kept in mind, are the strong desire of young women and prostitutes to go and work abroad - over two thirds are keen to do this one way or another. The worse thing is that they seem to be ready in order to achieve this objective to turn their backs to requirements for skilled jobs and are willing to trust close friends and relatives or acquaintances.

Still, the survey gives evidence about the opposite as well, hence the fight against the trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation has not been lost.

The data evidences, first, the positive development in the value system of the young girls. The inner conviction about the need for independent personal fulfilment for the contemporary woman is much stronger among them than it is among young men. They are definitely seeking it in an independent career and education which is not dependent on financing by a man. In this respect, young girls  - 14-20 years enter into a strong dispute both with the group of young men and with the created public image of the woman. The data undisputedly underlines a tendency towards the constant emancipation of Bulgarian women, the efforts to be independent and have a socially important position as well as to overcome the patriarchal stereotypes of the past. This disposition will gradually lead to building up barriers before the perpetuation of the model of the dependence of women on men and the violence in the Bulgarian family.

The growing desire among young women to get better education, which is a natural barrier agaist ignorance and lack of information, lack of social skills and the possibility of falling victim to trafficking, is also to be registered as a very positive fact.

Among the positive developments registered over the past years, we should underline the achievements of the non-government sector. The strong media activity as regards the problems of prostitution and the trafficking in human beings has also yielded results - namely, the three surveyed groups show considerable understanding of the seriousness of the problem. The efforts have to persist towards the setting up of centres which would provide any kind of consultation and aid as well as give additional information about the dangers and risks of prostitution and human trafficking.
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* The question has not been asked in the same form to the other two groups.
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